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SUBJECT: REACTION TO SADAT'S PROPOSAL TO LINK WB STATE WITH 
JORDAN 

1 . SUMMARY: SADAT'S REPORTED PROPOSAL TO LINK ANY WB STATE 
WITH JORDAN HAS PROVED TO BE A LITMUS TEST OF POLITICAL 
LOYALTIES OF WEST BANK LEADERS. PRO- JORDANIAN INDIVIDUALS 
HAVE OPENLY EXPRESSED PLEASANT SURPRISE WHILE EXTREME 
NATIONALIST SAY INSIDIOUS DEALS ARE BEING STRUCK BY 

THE ARAB STATES AT THE PALESTINIANS EXPENSE. MOST POPULAR, 
MAINSTREAM LEADERS HAVE RESPONDED CAUTIOUSLY BY RE- 
AFFIRMING THEIR SUPPORT FOR A PLO-LED INDEPENDENT 
PALESTINIAN STATE WITHOUT, HOWEVER, RULING OUT EVENTUAL 
LINKS WITH OTHER ARAB STATES. END SUMMARY. 

2. SADAT'S STATEMENT TO THE WASHINGTON POST PROPOSING A 
LINK BETWEEN ANY WB STATE AND JORDAN HAS BEEN REPORTED 
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PROMINENTLY IN BOTH ARABIC AND ENGLISH PRESS. THE 
JERUSALEM POST GLEEFULLY WROTE A VIRTUAL OBITUARY FOR 
THE PLO WHILE THE ARABIC PRESS CHOSE TO INTERPRET 
SADAT'S REMARKS IN THE CONTEXT OF ARAB UNITY, RATHER 
THAN AS A CHALLENGE TO THE PLO. THE PRO-JORDANIAN 
ARABIC DAILY AL QUDS NOTED IN ITS EDITORIAL OF DEC 3 1 
THAT ANY PALESTINIAN STATE WITHOU LINKS TO JORDAN 
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WOULD BE TOTALLY DEPENDENT ON ISRAEL FOR ACCESS TO THE 
OUTSIDE WORLD AND WENT ON TO CALL FOR A SUMMIT INVOLVING 
EGYPT, SYRIA, IORDAN, SAUDI ARABIA AND THE PLO TO 
DEFINE THE FUTURE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE PALESTINIAN 
AND IORDANIAN LEADERSHIPS. THE MORE NATIONALISTIC 
PAPER ASHA’B IAN 2 EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE IN SADAT 
PERSONALLY AND ITS BELIEF THAT THE EGYPTIAN LEADER WOULD 
RESPECT THE PALESTINIANS' RIGHTS OF SELF-DETERMINATION. 

3. ASHA'B ALSO CARRIED REACTIONS FROM THE MAYORS OF 
NABLUS, TULKARM, HEBRON AND RAMALLAH. AS IF IN CHORUS, 

ALL REPLIED THAT AN END TO OCCUPATION AND THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF A PLO-LED, FREE, INDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN STATE WAS 
THE FIRST PRIORITY AFTER WHICH MOVES TOWARD ASSOCIATION 
WITH IORDAN OR ANY OTHER ARAB STATE WOULD BE CONSIDERED. 
ONLY BETHLEHEM'S FRET.T DEVIATED FROM THE LITANY IN SUPPORT 
OF THE PLO BY EMPHASIZING THAT THE PEOPLE OF THE WB 
SHOULD ELECT THE NEW STATE'S GOVERNMENT WHICH COULD THEM 
CONFEDERATE WITH IORDAN. THE WB LEADERS CAREFULLY 
REFRAINED FROM CRITICIZING SADAT WITH THE EXCEPTION 
OF TULKARM'S HANNUN WHO REPORTEDLY SAID THAT HE 
CONSIDERED THE EGYPTIAN'S STATEMENTS A VIOLATION OF THE 
RABAT SUMMIT DECISION. 

4. ANWAR NUSEIBEH, FORMER JORDANIAN GOVERNOR OF 
JERUSALEM AND A STRONG SUPPORTER OF THE KING, 

REACTED VERY FAVORABLE TO NEWS OF SADAT'S STATEMENTS. 

HE TOLD CONGEN THAT HE THOUGHT THE SUGGESTION OFFERED 
A WAY OUT OF THE DILEMMA POSED BY ISRAEL'S REFUSAL TO 
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COUNTENANCE A PLO-DOMINATED INDEPENDENT WB STATE. HE 
SAID HE WAS UNAWARE OF ANY CONSULTATIONS BETWEEN SADAT 
AND HUSSEIM PRIOR TO THE STATEMENT. 

5. ONLY STRONGLY ADVERSE REACTION ON WEST BANK HAS COME 
FROM THE MOST EXTREME NATIONALISTS WHO HAVE INTERPRETED 
SADAT'S STATEMENT AS A FURTHER ATTEMPT BY THE ARAB STATES 
TO UNDERMINE THE PLO AND FORCE PALESTINIANS TO SURRENDER 
THEIR RIGHTS. (COMMENT: WE EXPECT EVEN THESE DIE-HARDS 
WILL MODERATE THEIR VIEWS IN LIGHT OF THE SURPRISINGLY 
MILD REACTION REPORTED FROM PLO SPOKESMEN.) 

NEWLIN 
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